Constitution Day – September 17
September 17 is the anniversary of the day in 1787 upon which the Founding Fathers presented the U.S. Constitution to the American people for them to either ratify or reject on a state by state basis.  
What type of government did the Founding Fathers create by drafting the U.S. Constitution?
When the Constitutional Convention completed its work, Benjamin Franklin walked down the steps of Independence Hall and was asked, “What kind of government did you create, Mr. Franklin?”  Franklin responded, “A republic, if you can keep it.”
Not only did the U.S. Constitution create a Republic, but it also requires every state in the union establish a Republican form of government.

Article IV – Section 3 of the U.S. Constitution states:

“The United States shall guarantee to every State in the Union a Republican Form of Government….”

What is a Republic, and is it the same thing as a Democracy? 

In a democracy, majority rule – 51% of the voting population – declares what is legal and what is illegal.  In a democracy majority rule decides what is just and unjust.
In a republic, on the other hand, all men and women are subject to a higher law that applies equally to all people, at all times, and in all places, regardless of what any majority of people declares to be legal or illegal.  Therefore, in a republic, Rule of Law always trumps the majority, and the highest, unchanging law that determines whether or not a law is just or unjust.  The Founding Fathers referred to this unchanging higher law as the “Natural Law.”  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was imprisoned for intentionally breaking the Alabama’s segregation law.  Dr. King openly, intentionally, and courageously defied a man-made law that violated the Natural Law.  Dr. King was criticized by fellow pastors, and he wrote a letter to them from his cell in the Birmingham jail explaining why it was his duty to break Alabama’s segregation law. Dr. King’s “Letter From a Birmingham Jail,” is arguably the most powerful declaration of freedom written in the Twentieth Century.  In his “Letter From a Birmingham Jail”, Dr. King explains the higher law, Natural Law, like this:

“How does one determine whether a law is just or unjust? A just law is a man made code that squares with the moral law or the law of God. An unjust law is a code that is out of harmony with the moral law. To put it in the terms of St. Thomas Aquinas: An unjust law is a human law that is not rooted in eternal law and natural law. Any law that uplifts human personality is just. Any law that degrades human personality is unjust. All segregation statutes are unjust because segregation distorts the soul and damages the personality. It gives the segregator a false sense of superiority and the segregated a false sense of inferiority.”
Dr. King wrote his “Letter From a Birmingham Jail”, to explain why Alabama’s segregation law, which was created by the majority in the Alabama state legislature was unjust because it violated the Natural Law, or what Dr. King also referred to as “the law of God.”  And he explained in that letter that because Alabama’s segregation law violated the highest law – God’s Law – it was therefore his duty to intentionally defy that law.  Dr. King wrote:
“We should never forget that everything Adolf Hitler did in Germany was ‘legal’ and everything the Hungarian freedom fighters did in Hungary was ‘illegal.’  It was ‘illegal’ to aid and comfort a Jew in Hitler’s Germany.  Even so, I am sure that, had I lived in Germany at the time, I would have aided and comforted my Jewish brothers.  If today I lived in a Communist country where certain principles dear to the Christian faith are suppressed, I would openly advocate disobeying that country’s antireligious laws.”

Dr. King said that we need to bring our country back to the Principles of Liberty that the founding fathers identified in the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence.  It is significant to consider the fact that Dr. King mentioned getting back to the principles found in both the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence.  Upon what basis did the Founding Fathers claim that everyone has certain rights?  Listen to what they wrote in the Declaration of Independence:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.  That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed….” 
Our greatest leaders have acknowledged that our rights are not given to us by government nor by any other man-made system.  Our rights are not something that we make up on our own.  Our rights are not dictated to us by any majority in power, no matter how loud they shout, or how powerful their force of military might.  
President John F. Kennedy summed up what the Founding Fathers said about this in his inauguration address.  Kennedy boldly declared that, “…the rights of man come not from the generosity of the state but from the hand of God.” 
Your assignment is to answer one the questions that are listed on the accompanying sheet using the ABC’s of Writing.

