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US History I 
Final Exam Study Guide - AGS Text 

 

Directions: Use this study guide to prepare for the Final Exam. Write as many notes as you need 

to, either on this sheet or on a separate sheet(s) of paper. You will not be graded on the study 

guide; however, a thoroughly completed study guide will help you prepare for the Final Exam. 

 

 

What was the Stamp Act of 1765? What did the colonists do to protest the Stamp Act? 

 

Who was the presiding officer of the Constitutional Convention? 

 

What did the Federalists decided to add to the Constitution to help it get ratified (hint: what did 

the Anti-Federalists want added)? 

 

Who were minutemen? 

 

What was Thomas Paine’s argument in his pamphlet Common Sense? 

 

What were some of the government’s weaknesses under the Articles of Confederation? 

 

Supreme Court rulings in three important cases between 1816 and 1824 shaped the future of 

American government by establishing the… 

 

When did abolitionists believe slavery should end? 

 

What was the Manifest Destiny? 

 

Why did people go to California in 1849? 

 

Why did Northerners head to Kansas after the Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed? 

 

From whom did the U.S. buy the Louisiana Purchase? 

 

What was the outcome of the Missouri Compromise? 

 

The forceful removal of the Cherokee Indians from Georgia and Florida was known as… 

 

Who was Harriet Tubman? 

 

What did Hamilton and the Federalists support to help strengthen the U.S.? 

 

Under what president was the spoils system commonly used? 

 

What happened during the Panic of 1837? 

 

How did President Johnson challenge the Tenure of Office Act? 
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At the beginning of the Civil War, President Lincoln’s goal was to… (hint: in terms of slavery 

and the union) 

 

What was the Emancipation Proclamation? 

 

What was the purpose of the 13
th

 Amendment? 

 

What made the capture of New Orleans an important naval victory for Union forces? 

 

What did President Lincoln’s plan for Reconstruction involve? 

 

Who were carpetbaggers? 

 

During Grant’s second term in office, the Republican Party suffered due to scandal and the 

nation falling into… 

 

What was the Homestead Act? 

 

How did the Dawes Act attempt to help Native Americans? 

 

“Pike’s Peak or Bust” was a phrase used by people who were in what industry? 

 

Why did the army encourage the killing of buffalo? 

 

The Central Pacific Railroad hired about 10,000 workers from what country? 

 

How did the railroad companies raise money they needed to build railroads? 

 

What is vertical integration? Be able to identify an example. 

 

What two railroad companies built the transcontinental railroad? 

 

What is a monopoly? 

 

What was the purpose of department stores? 

 

What event caused a decline in the membership of the Knights of Labor? 

 

Why did many labor unions oppose immigration? 

 

Who was William M. Tweed (aka Boss Tweed)? 

 

By overturning the Civil Rights Act of 1875, what did the Supreme Court essentially allow to be 

legal? 

 

What did Nativists want to do about immigration? 
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For what purpose did political machines provide new city dwellers necessities (e.g. jobs, 

housing, protection, etc.)? 

 

In the late 1800s, why did support grow in the U.S. for building a large modern navy? 

 

The Treaty of Paris, which formally ended the Spanish-American War granted independence to 

what country?  

 

What did people believe the U.S. would gain by taking control of the Philippines? 

 

What was the purpose of establishing the Open Door policy? 

 

After the end of the Spanish-American War, what two countries was the U.S. to take control of? 

 

Define Imperialism -  

 

In 1903, the U.S. “negotiated” with what country in order to build the Panama Canal? 

 

Originally, the Constitution stated that Senators would be elected by… 

 

What type of cases (hint: business related) did William Howard Taft take on during his 

presidency? 

 

Define muckrakers -  

 

Define recall (in terms of government and politics) -  

 

President Wilson’s peace plan after World War I was called… 

 

What event caused the outbreak of World War I (in Europe)? 

 

World War I was the first war in which women… 

 

What was the Great Migration (of African Americans) during World War I? 

 

What countries made up the “Big Four” at the peace conference after WWI? 

 

One of the most important conditions of the Treaty of Versailles stated that this country would 

take the blame for causing the war. 

 

What was the Zimmerman Telegram (hint: what could Mexico expect to regain)? 

 

What was (is) the purpose of the Selective Service Act? 

 

What event prompted the British to officially enter into WWI? 

 

Which president won the election by promising, “A return to normalcy.”? 
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What event caused a rise in the use of commercial radio in the 1920’s? 

 

In which decade did personal freedoms first become glorified? (hint: 1910’s, 1920’s, ‘30’s,?) 

 

What was the Harlem Renaissance? 

 

In the Teapot Dome scandal, why did Albert B. Fall received bribes for? 

 

How did Henry Ford increase sales of his automobiles? 

 

Why did stock prices first begin to decline in 1929? 

 

During the Depression, what happened that caused farmers to lose their crops? 

 

What was President Hoover hoping to replace by creating public works programs? 

 

At what levels of government did President Hoover believe unemployment relief should be taken 

care of? 

 

What major factor helped lead President Hoover to be re-elected in 1928? 

 

Before the 1920’s, how did stock prices typically reflect the value of a company’s stock? 

 

Most economists believe that a main cause of the Great Depression was due to… 

 

What were soup kitchens? 

 

What were “Hoovervilles”? 

 

What was the purpose for “bank holidays”? 

 

President Roosevelt suffered from polio which left him with little use of… 

 

What was the first thing Roosevelt set out to do to fight the Depression? 

 

What type of regulations did the National Industrial Recovery Act allowed business, labor, and 

the government to cooperate to set up? 

 

What did President Franklin D. Roosevelt attempt to do with the Supreme Court that went 

against the separation of powers in the Constitution? 

 

Which New Deal organization tried to help farmers by paying them to NOT grow crops? 

 

How did the Home Owners’ Loan Corporation help with mortgage repayments? 

 

What types of workers did the Committee for Industrial Organization set out to organize? 

 

What was the New Deal? 


