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World History I 
Final Exam Study Guide – AGS Text 

 

Directions: Use this study guide to prepare for the Final Exam. Write as many notes as you need 

to, either on this sheet or on a separate sheet(s) of paper. You will not be graded on the study 

guide; however, a thoroughly completed study guide will help you prepare for the Final Exam. 

 

 

What are the basic characteristics of civilization? 

 

Define Anthropology-  

 

The Neolithic Age is also sometimes referred to as… 

 

Define Theocracy -  

 

In ancient Egypt, what was the name/title of the person who owned all the land and ruled the 

people? 

 

Farming in Mesopotamia led to the emergence of… 

 

Hammurabi is best known for… 

 

Who established the first empire in world history? 

 

Which ancient civilization invented the cuneiform?  

 

What are the three major periods in Egyptian history? 

 

What was the importance of the Phoenician alphabet? 

 

Ancient Israel was at it’s height in power under which king? 

 

The longest lasting dynasty in ancient China was… 

 

What are ideographs? 

 

Which group of people developed the caste system in India? 

 

Who was Siddhartha Gautama? 

 

What was the Silk Road?  

 

How was Confucianism applied to government in ancient China?  

 

What were some of the things Qin Shihuangdi did to help unite China?  
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Who were the Aryans (in terms of ancient civilization)? 

 

Greeks 

- What were the religious centers called?  

- What type of government was developed by the Greeks? 

- Who was the chief god of the Greeks religion and where was it believed they (the 

gods) lived? 

- What was the Greek term for city-state? 

 

Define oligarchy -  

 

What was the Hellenistic Era and under whom was it created?  

 

Who wrote and what were the Iliad and Odyssey?  

 

Roman Empire 

- What was the governing body of Rome called? 

- What form of government did the Romans create and use (hint: it is what the U.S. 

uses still today) 

- Define Pax Romana -  

- Which Roman emperor recognized Christianity?  

- What group of people most influenced the early development of Rome? 

- Which group of people were the first to invade (sack) Rome? 

- What methods did the Roman emperor use to keep the masses in poverty happy? 

 

Which three Romans made up the First Triumvirate? 

 

Islam 

- Who was Muhammad? 

- What are the Five Pillars of Islam, specifically what is the hajj? 

- What is Shari’ah Law? 

 

Muslims 

- What ancient works did the Muslim world help pass to the Europeans? 

- Muslim scholar Ibn Sina wrote a medical encyclopedia that ended up being translated 

and used in what continent? 

- What long lasting impact did the Crusades have on Southwest Asia (e.g. Middle East; 

hint: religious differences)? 

 

African Kingdoms and People 

- What caused the decline of the Kush kingdom (hint: which kingdom gained power)? 

- What was the first great trading state in West Africa? 

- What was the importance of music and storytelling in African history? 

- What did Ghana trade their gold for? 

- Subsistence farming formed the basis for which African community? 
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In the Chinese Tang dynasty, what activities were men allowed to do while preparing for the 

civil service exam? 

 

What is the concept of neo-Confucianism? 

 

What were the technological developments of the Tang dynasty? 

 

The Mongols established the largest land empire in history under which leader? 

 

Samurai 

- What was their purpose? 

- What is Bushido? 

 

Which religion was the basis for Chinese government from the time of the Song dynasty to the 

end of the dynastic system? 

 

Define ordeal (in terms of Germanic Law) –  

 

What did Saint Benedict do within the Catholic Church?  

 

What was the Carolingian Renaissance?  

 

The Vikings were made a part of European civilization when…  

 

Define chivalry (in terms of medieval times) -  

 

What was the Magna Carta?  

 

Who led Muslim forces in the retaking of Jerusalem during the Crusades? 

 

What is the concept of the vassal system (in terms of feudalism)? 

 

How were serfs different from peasants (in medieval times)? 

 

What is Francis of Assisi best known for?  

 

What was the purpose of scholasticism (in terms of Christianity)? -  

 

How did Joan of Arc change the course of the Hundred Years’ War? 

 

Peasants in the feudal system paid a tithe to the church of (hint: a certain amount)…? 

 

Define lay investiture -  

 

What economic effect did the Black Death have? 

 



10-26-2016 

Mesoamerica 

- Which civilization used a sophisticated writing system of hieroglyphics? 

- Which Mesoamerican civilization lived in what is now the Southwestern U.S.? 

- Who is the first known Mesoamerican civilization? 

- Which Mesoamerican civilization used a record keeping system called quipu? 

- Why were buffalo important to the Plains Indians? 

- What was Machu Pichu? 

 

Why is Leonardo da Vinci considered an perfect example of the Renaissance in Italy? 

 

What was the first Protestant faith? 

 

Who (which person) formed the Society of Jesus? 

 

The three artists best associated with the High Renaissance in Italy were… 

 

What did Martin Luther’s Ninety-five Theses discuss? 

 

What were the final decrees of the Council of Trent? 

 

What did Nicholas Copernicus argue, regarding the order of the universe (hint: relationship 

between the sun and the Earth? 

 

What did (does) Isaac Newton’s universal law of gravitation explain? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


